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Response to Sunday Guardian’s Nov 23rd article on 

Unleaded Gasoline.
The Environmental Management Authority (EMA) refers to the un-corroborated front-page headline and article published on page 6, by the Sunday Guardian Newspapers.  

The Authority notes that none of the state agencies involved in the phase out of leaded gasoline was consulted for empirical information concerning the content of the unleaded gas either now being sold to consumers or that which will be available from April 2004. All of  these agencies, the EMA, the National Petroleum Marketing Company Limited (NP), Petrotrin and T&T Bureau of Standards (TTBS) stand ready to provide accurate and empirical information to the media at all times. 

In the public interest, the EMA therefore advises the following:

· The unleaded grade of gasoline (RON 92) to be sold from April 1st 2004 will have the same formulation as the present Super grade leaded except for the addition of tetra ethyl lead.  There would therefore be an improvement in the air quality. 

· The maximum amount of benzene used in gasoline as stipulated by TTBS Compulsory Standard Specification TTS 269:1992 “Specification for Unleaded Gasoline (petrol) for Motor Vehicles”, and TTS 268:1992 “Specification for Leaded Gasoline for Motor Vehicles” is 5% by volume.

· Petrotrin has indicated by Laboratory analysis that the actual benzene concentration in unleaded gasoline would be between 1 to 1.5%.

· While catalytic converters are recommended when using unleaded gasoline, a Standard developed for T&T by TTBS in 2001, involves two processes:

· A reduction process that reduces oxides of nitrogen that are harmful to the environment, to elemental nitrogen. 

· An oxidation process that oxidizes unburnt hydrocarbons including aromatics, to carbon dioxide.

· Catalytic Converters (CC) are normally used to meet exhaust emission standards, which have been developed for T&T, and which are currently being incorporated into domestic legislation.  

The EMA is currently working in unison with Petrotrin, NP, the TTBS and the Ministry of Works and Transport to ensure a smooth transition from leaded to unleaded gasoline.  This Inter-Agency Team is committed to doing all in its power to conserve and preserve the environment. The phase out of lead in gasoline is one step toward providing all citizens with a cleaner, healthier environment.

